BELIEVE – 
THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
12.  The Real Lord’s Prayer
Scripture:
John 17:1-26
Theme:
The Lord’s Prayer reflects Christ’s love and concern for all believers – present and future.
INTRODUCTION

If you knew that you had only twenty four hours to live, what would you want to say and do?  Studies have revealed that those faced with immanent death are quick to bring priorities into focus.  They become very aware of what is really important in life and will focus on who they really care about.
In Jesus’ final hours with His disciples, there are important things He must share with them and reinforce in their relationship together if they are to carry on His important mission and ministry of Jesus.  The scene in the upper room begins with the words, “And Jesus loved His own.”  By washing their feet, Jesus demonstrates by His own example the need for humility.  Within this new community He establishes that His followers must willingly serve one another and love one another as Christ loved them.  

For that to happen believers must remain in a close intimate relationship with the indwelling Christ.  Jesus’ gift of the Holy Spirit will enable this loving relationship to become more and more evident.  By the Spirit’s presence and power Christ’s own life flows in and through each believer, empowering him/her to fulfill His New Commandment to love one another as He loves them.

The heaviness of the hour comes upon Jesus as He deeply senses His impending death.  He now seals His instructions and teachings with a benediction; a prayer of blessing.  Having described the world’s hostility and hatred of Himself and His church, Jesus lifts His deepest desire before God the Father in prayer.  This prayer can be called the real Lord’s Prayer, because it’s not the prayer He taught His disciples to pray, but it is the prayer He prayed to the Father on our behalf.

Christ’s prayer is entirely intercessory.  He prays for Himself, that the Father would restore His glory, for His disciples to be protected and sanctified and He prays for all who come to believe in Him in the future, that they may be one in mind, heart and mission.
I.  Jesus Prays for Himself
   
John 17:1-5
1. As you read John 17:1, what “hour” or “time” has come?  Jn. 2:4; 7:608; 12:23; 13:1
· What does it mean to “glorify” someone?  How do you see God the Father and the Son doing that?
2. How does Jesus describe His mission from God?  Jn. 17:2-4
· What constitutes eternal life?  Jn. 17:3
3. How is Jesus’ deity emphasized here?    Jn. 17:5
· Whose glory does your life reflect?  Your own?  Your parents?  Your heavenly father?  Why?

II.  Jesus Prays for His Disciples
 
John 17:6-19
1. As Jesus begins to pray for His disciples, how does He identify them?   Jn. 17:6
· What did Jesus teach regarding people who become Christians?  Jn. 6:44, 65; 10:29; 15:16; Eph. 1:4
2. What specific responses did Jesus expect from His disciples?    Jn. 17:6-10
3. Twice Jesus asked the Father to protect His disciples from the evil one.  John 17:11, 15 Why would that protection have been so important in Jesus’ mind as He faced the cross? 
· How would you feel hearing Jesus pray these things for you?

4. Why do you suppose Jesus placed such an emphasis on the “name” of God?  Jn. 17:11-12
5. What do you think it means for a Christian to be “in the world” and yet not “of the world”?  Jn. 17:15-16
6. What does Jesus mean, “Sanctify them by the truth”?  Jn. 17:17   How does that happen?
7. What does it mean for Christians to be “sent into the world”?  Jn. 17:18; 20:21; Acts 1:8; II Cor. 5:18-20; I Pet. 2:9-10

III.  Jesus Prays for All Believers 
  
John 17:20-26
1. What is Jesus concern for His future disciples?  Jn. 17:20-23
· How would you define the unity that exists between Jesus and God the Father?

· Why is our unity as Christians a powerful argument for the authenticity of Jesus?

2.
What is Jesus’ ultimate desire and what does that reveal about His love for us?   Jn. 17:24
· How is Christ’s glory revealed in your daily living?

3. Jesus obviously prayed this prayer out loud to bring comfort and assurance to His disciples.  In what particular ways do Jesus’ words encourage or assure you?
APPLICATION
How do the concerns that were on Jesus’ heart, as He faced death, match up with the concerns that would be on your heart if you were facing death?
How would you account for the difference?
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